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Background of the Research 
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RADOST KARTE 

 

 
 

RADOST - Regional Adaptation Strategies  

for the German Baltic Sea Coast 
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Research Hypothesis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



European Climate Change Adaptation Conference 2013.  

Session: Governance of Adaptation ï Barriers and Opportunities to 

Climate Adaptation. 19 March 2013 

 

 

Study Region: Two communities at the 

 southern Baltic Sea Coast in Germany  

 300 km apart 
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Timmendorfer Strand 

Ummanz 
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α ¢ƘŜ community of Timmendorfer 
Strand is highly shaped by touristic 
economy. If sea level rises ΧΦand the 
beach would disappear, than we we 
would lose our source of income όΧύά 
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αΧ Lƴ the community of Ummanz we are surrounded by water. Our nature is 
intact, we are almost living like in an animal parkéwe live where others want 

to make vacationé And we have every spring and fall the bird 

migrationé aproximately 20.000 sea birds.. this is an impressive event.. 

We also have a large forest on the island  (é)ñ 
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The contribution of history to the understanding of local 

values and actions: The example of storm surges in 

Germany.    
 

 

 

Timmendorfer Strand  (Schleswig-Holstein) after 

the highest previously known flood in November 

1872; Source: Herde:2002 

  Explanation about the errection of a 

dyke (Der Wall) in 1873 in the chronicle 

of Ummanz (Mecklenburg Pommerania), 

Source: Mursewiek: 1947) 

  

1872 Storm's historic mark surge in Dahme (Schleswig-Holstein), 

Source: Eckert: 1992 
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Research focus:  

Values in the community; perceived level of threat 

posed by climate change and how this 

affects governance of adaptation; 

 

 ñCulture refers to the cumulative deposit  

of knowledge, experiences, é values, attitudes, 

religion, é spatial relations, material objects  

and possessions acquired by a group of  

people in the course of generations (é)ò 
(Appelt et al: 2011) 

 

Methods: Interviews, background- & media analysis 

 

 

 

The óOnion Diagramô of culture:  

Shili Sun, óOrganizational Culture  

and Its Themesô,  International  

Journal of Business and   

Management, Vol. 3, No. 12 (2008).  
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Snapshot of Findings 



European Climate Change Adaptation Conference 2013.  

Session: Governance of Adaptation ï Barriers and Opportunities to 

Climate Adaptation. 19 March 2013 

 

Similarities & differences in the communities 

development and the resulting consequences for  

the adaptation of coastal traditions were classified 

in four central categories. Investigation: through  

historic events. 

 

-Coastal Protection 

-Tourism 

-Agriculture & Fisheries 

-Understanding of Nature/ Sense of Place  
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Coastal Protection: Identical exposure to storm 

surges (1872, 1949, 1954, 1995, 2002, 2006 ) shaped 

distinct economic realities and coping strategies in 

both communities 

 

 

 

 

Dyke in Timmendorfer Strand Notice about the break-up of the 

assembly �Ähabitat�³���L�Q��Ummanz,  

February 2013, Baltic Sea Newspaper 


